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Meetings held in tne Administrative 
Building at the School of Mines, 
Lydiard St. Sth. first Friday of 
each month at 8 p.m. 


MEETING: Ist December: Mr. P. Skilbeck- Native Gardens- 
An llistorical Survey. 


MEETING: 2nd February 1979: Member'ts Night - Various 
Subjects. 


EXCURSION: 3rd December: "Chiloglottis", Dean, the 
property of Mr. P. Skilbeck. 
Located on the Creswick—Dean Road, right 
hand side going from Creswick, turn in at 
"Adekate Camp" Road. Half-day, leaving 
Crockers at 1.30 p.m. Christmas Break-up. 


_ EXCURSION: 4th February 1979: Angair Region. Miss M. 
White leader. Details February Issue. 


The President and his Committee extend 
to all members, families and friends 


Best Wishes for a Happy Christmas and 
a Bright and Prosperous New Year. 
Happy holidaying and a safe return! 


NEW MEMBERS welcomed at the November meeting were 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Netherway and John; and Mrs. McArdle. 
We wish you a long and happy association with the 
Club. 


NOMINATIONS for Office Bearers for 1979 are to be 
handed in at the meeting on 2nd February 1979. 
Annual Meeting - 2nd Narec!i 1979. 


The next COMMITTED MEUEPING is on 5S December. 
Suggestions are asked for items for next year's 
meetings and venues for excursions. Could these be 
handed in by this date please? 


BERD-WATCHUING ON CONTINENTS. 


Who would fry in 42 degrees c. heat or freeze in 
~4 degrees c. snow to watch birds? No-one, unless 
they were'Raven Mad', or Frank Harrap or ?7?7 
At the November meeting members were given a share in 
Dr. Frank Harrap's personal history of more than 20 
years of bird-watching in 3 Continents (4 if the non- 
bird-watching days during Air Force service in Africa 
are included of which he recalls seeing ostriches and 
greater flamingoes., Frank's pre~Australia preference 
for water-bird habitat wes evident in the many and 
varied water-birds illustrated. Highlights were his 
visits to the first two areas purchased by the Worid 
Wildlife Fund - marsh habitat in the Guadalguivir 
Delta of Spain and Neusiedl in East Austria. ‘he 
Spanish site is important for bitterns, pratincoles, 
storks and golden orioles. The Austrian for rare 
river warblers and the pencuium tit. 


Frank's thorough coverage of East Anglia (Norfolk, 
Suffolk) featured many waterbirds. Some 10 species of 
geese, 3 of swan and 30 of ducks, mainly sea-duckse can 
be seen here, many only in the grip of Winter. ‘We 
were encouraged to hear of the re-appearance and re- 
introduction of several species to England after many 


year's absence - bittern, avocet, marsh harrier, 
bearded tit (a favourite of Franks). We saw several 
habitats in the Isle of Skye and Ben Nevis region of 
Scotland, Brief visits to Sweden and the U.S. showed 
us birds of magnificent plumage, the cardinal and 
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chickadee of the U.S. being notable. 


A trap to Yugoslavia in 1964 introduced more 
than SO new species to Prank inciuding reck birds, 

the black stork, egyptian yulture as weli as otuer 

Raptcres. Frank often travelled with colourful and 
aot so colourful companions. As the boat an which 

his party rowed sank in a Yusoslanian marsh 
desperate non-swimmer demanded that "Some executive 
acticn must be taken!" 


~ 


The waters of Malecoota’ Inlet tiaimed ouc final 
ention. The scarlet honeyeater Prank sighted 


ater G 
matched the splendour of birds cf other continents. 
But. who has seen this honeyeater or the ground 


parrot? Thank you Frank for a well presented and 


arresting evening, 
N. & Ro Schulz. 
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AN AFTERNOON AT MT. BECKWORTH. 


After a morning at the Clunes Swamps we met 
some members at Clunes and continued to Mt. Beckworth 
where finally we had 14 cars in the convoy. The 
afternoon was warm and sun orchids, some nearly 45 
cm high were in flower. Some of the orchids seen 
included Thelymitra aristata, scented sun orchid: 
T. paucifliora, slender sun orchid; T. ixiodes, 
Gotted sun orchid; T. rubra, salmon sun orchid; 
Caledenis dilatata, green comb spider orchid; GC. 
angustata, musky caladenia; C. cucullata, hooded 
Caladenia; C. carnea, pink fingers; Microtis 
unifolia, common onion orchid; and Calochilus 
robertsonii, purplish beard orchid. 


We heard that members of the Creswick F.N,.C. had 
found Thelymitra macniellanii, the crimson sun orchid, 
our search was in vain. This area was mostly long- 
leaf grey box, Eucalyptus goniocalyx with a scattering 
of red box, E. polyanthemos. 


There was a mauve bloom over acres of the bush 
as the vanilla-scented noddinuz: chocolate lily, 
Arthropodium timbriatus, bloomed in profusion. yiey 
vied with thelymitra aristata in heigi.t. The grass 
tricser plant, stylidium graminitolium was well over 
60 cm tall, while a dwarf form, a brilliant cerise 
was but 2 cm tall. Acacia paradoxa (syn. A. armata) 
‘provided protective covering for such birds to nest 
as the grey thrush, thornbills and wrens. While we were 
trying to avoid the prickles to view the nests, a 
rufous whistler sang almost incessantly. 


A blue bloom will soon pervade the area when the 
blue pincushion, Brunonia australi is in flower, In 
this area a large light coloured gilled fungi was 
dound with the carp at least 15 cm across. Near the 
dam, where the Vimin-aria junea, golden spray, grows 
alongside the prickly tea tree, Leptospermum 
juniperinum, in great profusion and nearby were to be 
seen the dainty fairies aprons, Utricularia dichotoma. 
On the other side of the dam the Jersy toadflax, 
Kickxia elatine, was growing in small patches. 


Edwin Bedggood, always on the Lookout for the 
unusual, “sniffed out" a decayed animal. Many guesses 
to its identity left us no wiser. Yhe specimen still 
had whiskers intact and small tufts of brown fur, 


teeth were of a herbivore. We hope to eventually 
learn its identity. 


Thank you Greg for an interesting day. 
ii. Burgess. 
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CLUNES SWAMPS 5-11-78. 


One of the highlights of the morning excursion 
was the finding of a clutch of 11 wood ducklings 
nestled against a thistle on the edge of Middle Swamp. 
The parents pretended wing damage, to distract our 
attention, and no doubt would later call their 
Scattered brood to ,etier again. 


After scanning Middle swamp we went to tierin 
Meri: Swamp, now declared a State Game Reserve. Some 
members waded well into the swamp, seeking evidence of 
nests. Yellow-billed spoonbill and mountain duck 
(shelduck) were in great numbers, Nesting were silver 
gulis, black swans, shelduck, little pied and little 


black cormorants, white-necked heron and a pair of 
shovelers. 


Some other water birds noted were white and straw~- 
necked ibis, white-faced and white-necked heron, little 
erebe, plovers, 2 pair of white-fronted chats (very 
friendly and entertaining little fellows), stilts, 
brown falcon, wood swallow, red-rumped grass parrots 
and a family of teal. 


The many tiny field flowers were a delight, 
fairies aprons, swamp isotomes, swainson's pea, 
"shelley" and "shivery" grasses, early nancies and 
many more not known to me. 


B. Gray. 


CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF VICTORIA. 
LAND CONSERVATION COUNCIL NOMINEES. 


Nominations have been received, up to and including 
the first mail on 16/11/78, for the persons listed 
herewith for inclusion in a panel of five names, two 
of whom will be appointed to the Land Conservation 
Council by the Governor-in-Council:-- 


L.C.C. NOMINEES: 


Mr. C. Austin, nominated by Macedon Ranges 
Conservation Society. 

Dr. BE. H. M. Ealey M.Sc., Ph. BD. Nominated by 
Bend of Islands Conservation Association, 

Mr. D. ®. Goode. nominated by Victorian Netional 
Parks Association. 


Mr. He RL’ Jchiison, Nominated my wereinged Coz 
SGnvaLtLron Soctety; Bare “Sbservers Cimbpiwy ae hee 2 aad 


National varks Association. 
MroelS Landy, neninated by Yictorian Asatjouas 
Parks Association, 
Mrs, J. Lindros, nomineted by Mitive Forests 
Action Council. 
Mr. G. McPhee, nominated by Native fF 


Mrs EW. Penna, Biss. , nowstated by Navive 
Foxvests Action Counci:. 

fr, Philip Sutton, naminated by Netive, Forest 
Actien Council 

Mr. Le. A. J. Thompson, Bachelor of Fores 
Nominated by Pascoe Vale Fieid Na titra 2tists! C: : 

Professor J. S. Turner, nominated by Univemsiti 
Of Melbourne - School of Botany; Victorian National 
Parks Association; Save the Dandenongs League. 

Mr. He Wildes, uominated by Native Forests Action 


Council. 
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BARMAH FOREST CAMP-OUT: 18th - 19th NOVEMBER 
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The pre-arranged ae ee was "“Junch-time!" a1 
Rumbealara caravan park. As if by instinct the four 
car ioads who made the trip arrived incspendentiy within 
five minutes of noon. Soe we were soon settled into cum 
tents or caravans, fed, and on eur way to Barmah Lakes, 


Here, and on our walk through the magnificent 
viver red gum forest we were to observe more than HO 
species of bird, the highlights to a novice being the 
pair of white-headed stilts feeding at the water's 
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‘creepy crawly creatures" 


edge, a pair of sacred kingfishers in a very agitated 
State near their nesting site, and several flocks and 
pairs of yellow rosellas. he latter the more interest-- 
ing when we learnt that these are a form of the same. 
species as the crimson and Adelaide roselias, and are 
confined to the Murray-Darling river system. 


The mosquitoes were ravenous. Two people had 
work their way up trouser legs - 
there was great relief when discreet lowering of the 
appropriate garments revealed only the seed-n.eads of 
one ol the grasses! 

After refreshments we drove several miles to Bucks 
Swamp, or was it Mosquito Bend? Our camp fire discour- 
aged the mosquitoes, cooked our tea, dried our clothes, 
boiled the biliy, and was the setting for a sing-song 
led by Greg. Binns and his mouth organ, We would have 
stayed longer, but the rain became heavier and it 
Seemed prudent to begin our hour-long journey back 
through the rather poor and difficult forest tracks, 


During the night the rain simply poured. One of 
our members "wisely" hung his damp trousers to dry in 
the "gentlemen's" caravan but found them soaking wet 
the next morning ~ our caravan roof had succumbed to 


the deluge} 


Sunday morning dawned far too wet to venture 
back into the forest, So new plans were made ~ the 
Hoopers set off for N.S.W., while the rest of us began 
a tortuous return throug!. Victoria, An additional 
passenger was a galah with a broken wing which the 


caravan park manager had given us, with great relief. 


Portunately our revised itinerary included Kow 
Swamp, near Gunbower, where we observed several birds 
sheltering in the bush on the leeward side. Rob Borch, 
who had previously filmed the sacred kingfishers, was 
able to film a pair of rainbow bee-eaters from close 
range. AS we left Kow Swamp our leader's car found 


that the sign "Dry Weather Road" meant just that - 
some muscle was required to retrieve the situation. 


Past Mount Hope, a pair of brolgas, lunch at 
Pyramid ifill, on through Serpentine, Bridgewater, 
past Laanecoorie, Cairn Curran, and at last, after- 
noon tea at Tullaroop Reservoir. Was it fortuitous 
navigation, or inspiration, tiat brought us here, 
for we were able to see in a short stay about 15 
Species of bird. While enjoying our cuppa, and 
without moving from our parked cars we neard crested 
bellbirds, saw nesting a pair of dusky wood-swallows 

_ anda pair of restless fly-catchers with the mates 

_ regularly swopping the chore of egg-sitting. Within 
minutes we had seen fuscous honeyeaters fighting a 
bronze. cuckoo, and several nests, including a 
babblers' with 3 eggs, and the clay nest of a white- 
winged chough. 


The party broke up and finally headed for home 
when consensus had it that the sex of our galah 
would be indicated by its ability to talk - females 
being by far the best! 

Again, consensus had it that even though the 
trip was on the damp side, it had been thoroughly 
enjoyable, with full credit to the organizer and 
our leader. 

J. Netherway. 


Ynurd: 
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